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 A Message from the Governor…. 

MEMBERSHIP —  MEMBERSHIP —  MEMBERSHIP 

 

As District 7410 continues to move forward in answering Rotary  International’s challenge of 

reaching 1200 members by July 1, 2012, we as Rotarians need to focus on those aspects of how 

do we enlist new members.   What can we do to make Rotary attractive to perspective new 

members looking to become a part of our Rotary family of 1.2 million strong? 

 

―WHY JOIN ROTARY‖ 

      (from an excerpt written in 1985) 

      Below are some basic thoughts that may answer the question 

 

1.  Friendship – In an increasingly complex world, Rotary provides one of the most basic human 

      needs, the need for friends and  fellowship.  It is one of the two reasons why Rotary began in 1905. 

 

2.  Business Development - The second original reason for Rotary’s  beginning was that Rotary consists of a cross-section 

of every business. Its members come from all walks of life.  Rotarians help one another and collectively, help others. 
 

3.  Leadership Development – Rotary is an organization of leaders and  successful people.  Serving in   Rotary positions is    

     like a college education in leadership, learning how to motivate, influence and to lead. 

 

4.  The Development of Ethics - Rotarians practice a 4-Way Test which governs one’s ethical standards.  Rotarians are    

     expected to be ethical in business and personal relationships. 

 

5.  Fun – Rotary is FUN, a lot of fun.  Each meeting is fun.  Projects are fun. Social events are fun.  Service is fun. 

 

6.  Public Speaking – Many individuals who joined Rotary were afraid to speak in public.  Rotary develops confidence and    

     skill in public communication. 
 

7.  Citizenship in the World – Every Rotarian wears a pin that reads Rotary International.  Every Rotarian is welcome and  

     encouraged to attend a meeting at any of more than 34,000 clubs in 200 countries. 

 

8.  Entertainment - Rotary sponsors conferences, conventions, assemblies and institutes which provide entertainment in  

     addition to Rotary information, education and service. 

 

9.  The Absence of an ―Official Creed‖ – Rotary has no secret handshake,  no secret policy, no secret  rituals.  It is an open  

      society of Rotarians who simply believe in helping others. 

 

10.  Rotary is a service club.  Its business is mankind, its product is service.  Rotarians provide community service, to both  

       local and international communities.  This is, perhaps, the best reason  for becoming a Rotarian. 
 

 

    Until Next Timeé 

     

Calendar of Events 

 

February 25 - 8:30 am registration, Rotary Foundation Seminar, Ramada Inn, Clarks Summit 

March 23-24 - PETS - Hanover Marriott, Whippany, NJ 

April - District Assembly - date TBA 

May - District Awards Banquet - date TBA   

October 26-27-28 - District Conference, Skytop Lodge in the Poconos 
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President Rotary International -  

2011-12   Kalyan Banerjee 

 

District Governor 7410 - 2011-12 
Paul ―Budd‖ O’Malia, Plymouth 

133 Greenwave Blvd. 

Larksville, PA  18704 

H:  570-287-1837 

C:  570-814-3918 

 budds4u@yahoo.com 

 

District Officers 
Art Peoples DGE - 2012-13 

Robert Hemphill DGN - 2013-2014 

 

District Treasurer 
Paul Conforti 

 

Newsletter Editor  
Sandy Peoples  

  

Administrative  Assistant &  

Newsletter Publisher 
Brenda Allen 

  

Assistant Governor at Large 
Ray Petty (Trail) 

 

Assistant Governors by Cluster  
1.  Nancy Brittain (Sayre) Athens, Sayre, 

               Towanda, Troy, Wellsboro. 

2.  Al Noble (Tunkhannock), Forest City, 

 Montrose, New Milford, Trail, 

 Mid Valley, Tunkhannock. 

3.  Robert Chavey (Newfoundland) 
Hawley, Honesdale, Lords Valley, 

Milford-Matamoras, Newfoundland. 

4.  John Davis (Mount Pocono) 

Mt. Pocono, Pocono Mountains, 

The Smithfields, The Stroudsburgs, 

Top-O-Pocono, West End. 

5.  Barbara Belon (Lehighton) Freeland, Hazleton, 

 Jim Thorpe,  Lehighton, Mountaintop, 

 Weatherly. 

6.  Carol Hemphill (North Pocono) 

Dunmore,  North Pocono, North Scranton, 
 Scranton, The Abingtons. 

7.  Sandra Drevenik (Kingston) 

     Gerald Reisch (Dallas) 

Dallas,  Kingston, Plymouth, Wilkes-Barre, 

 The Greater Nanticoke Area.  Pittston, 

 Plains, Wyoming. 

PUBLIC IMAGE CORNER 

District Conference 2012 
  

Save The Date 
  

District Governor Elect Art Peoples 

and his wife, Sandy, 

invite everyone to return to 

the elegant, yet affordable 

Skytop Lodge in the beautiful  

Pocono Mountain Region 

for District Conference 

on October 26, 27 and 28, 2012. 
More information to follow 

The calendar year has quickly come to a close, but we still 

have half of our Rotary year to go.  So now is a good time to 

evaluate what publicity you have done in the second half of 

2011, and what publicity you should do for the first half of 

2012. 

  

Look at your club’s calendar to see what fundraisers are com-

ing up.  Maximize your success by getting the word out to 

your members, via your club’s weekly bulletin, to our district 

members via this newsletter, and to the public via your local 

newspapers.  Don’t hesitate to let people know that we need 

their help to do what we do so well, and that is, serve oth-

ers.  And if your club is into social media, use that too! 

  

Take a look at your club’s budget to see which groups or or-

ganizations you are donating money to in the next six 

month.  This review should spark a list of guest speak-

ers.  Check presentations to charities in your area are great 

photo opportunities.  Let the public see you giving money 

away as well as raising it to complete the circle. 

  

Don’t forget.  Guest speakers are a great source for potential 

new members.  Invite them to your meeting and let them see 

what we do.  Have them do a 15 to 20 minute talk about what 

their organization does.  Take their picture receiving a check 

from a few of the members of your club, and send it in to your 

club bulletin editor, the district newsletter and your local pa-

pers.  Don’t be shy.  Spread the Rotary word.  Best wishes in 

the New Year. 

  

Sandy Peoples 
District Public Image Chair 
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President Elect Training 

Mid Northeast PETS 

Hanover Marriott, Whippany, NJ 

http://midnepets.org/ 

March 23 & 24 

"Peace Through Service" is the 2012-2013 Rotary 

International Theme 

  

RI President-elect, Sakuji Tanaka of Japan will 

ask Rotarians to build Peace Through Service in 

2012-2013. 

  

"Peace, in all of the ways that we can understand 

it, is a real goal and a realistic goal for Rotary," 

added Tanaka. 

  

The President-elect further stated, "Peace is not 

something that can only be achieved through 

agreements, by governments, or through hectic 

struggles.   

 

It is something that we can find and that we can 

achieve, every day and in many simple ways." 

  

For more on President-elect Tanaka's address, 

please visit rotary.org. 

An announcement from  

DG Budd O'Malia & DGE Art Peoples 

Happy New Year, Rotarians! 

  

As we enter a new calendar year and complete the first half 

of the Rotary year, we have a job we still need to complete.  

We must put together a District 7410 team for our Group 

Study Exchange with District 4130 in Mexico.  

  

Many of you had the opportunity to meet and get to know 

the members of the team they sent here last Spring.  I think 

you will agree that they were an outstanding representation 

of their District. 

  

Now we have a responsibility to reciprocate and complete 

this exchange by fielding an outstanding team of our own 

to visit their District.  In this matter, you can greatly assist 

your District. I ask each of you to try to find prospective 

members to recommend to your Rotary club. 

  

You can find GSE applications at rotary.org or from a link 

on the GSE page of the District web site.  If you have prob-

lems downloading an application from those sources, con-

tact me and I will send you one.  All applications must go 

through your club for your President's signature, then be 

sent to me at: 364 Freytown Rd., Covington Twp., PA 

18424. 

  

Selection criteria for team members are that they are non-

Rotarians, are not members of the immediate family of a 

Rotarian, have been employed full time for at least two 

years, and are between ages 25 and 40 (generally speak-

ing ...).  Overseas travel experience and some Spanish lan-

guage capability would be a plus, but not a requirement. 

  

We have no exact dates for the visit yet, but we expect the 

trip to take place in the April/May time frame.  The dura-

tion of the visit would be one month. 

  

We need to put this team together as soon as we can.  So 

please help us by finding us some good team members. 

  

Thank you for your assistance. 

  

DGN Bob Hemphill 

District 7410 GSE Chair 

http://midnepets.org/
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ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 

  

OFFICE COMMUNICATION 
  

TO:                ZONE 32 

FROM:      John Germ, Chair, Rotary’s US$200 Million Challenge Committee 

                        Bob Scott, Chair, International PolioPlus Committee 

DATE:           17 January 2012 

SUBJECT:   Additional US$50 million grant for polio eradication 

  

 

This afternoon at the International Assembly, we had the pleasure of announcing that the Challenge has sur-

passed the US$200 million mark and has raised US$202.6 million as of 17 January 2011.  

  

In addition Jeff Raikes, Chief Executive Officer of The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation was at the Assem-

bly and announced that the Gates Foundation has awarded The Rotary Foundation an additional US$50 mil-

lion grant for polio eradication.  The new $50 million grant from the Gates Foundation is not a challenge 

grant; it results from Rotary’s early achievement of the $200 million milestone and of the need for continued 

funding support for the Global Polio Eradication Initiative.  We are aware that there may be many questions 

concerning the additional grant from the Gates Foundation so to help answer many of these questions a Fact 

Sheet has been prepared. Please feel free to share the Fact Sheet with your fellow Rotarians.  

  

We know that many districts and clubs supported The Challenge through fundraisers in their community; we 

would encourage you to share this press release with your local media. You may want to personalize the 

press release to include information on fundraisers and other polio related activities in your area. 

  

We must remember, however, that this achievement is just one more milestone in our journey to eradicate 

polio. Most importantly, our ultimate goal is the certification of the eradication of polio. Rotarians are con-

tinuing to raise funds for the challenge, which officially concludes on 30 June 2012, and as Rotary leaders, 

we should encourage their continued involvement. We are confident that we will far exceed our $200 million 

goal, just as Rotarians have done in all previous campaigns. 

  

Thank you for all you have done and will continue to do to help us reach our ultimate goal, the certification 

of polio eradication. Together we will End Polio Now. 

  

Best Regards, 

  

John F. Germ, Chair                                    Robert S. Scott, Chair 

Rotary’s Challenge Committee                   International PolioPlus Committee 

http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/14437134:17326689964:m:1:994897303:523CDBA26B503E210D91761BE75E10BB:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/14437134:17326689964:m:1:994897303:523CDBA26B503E210D91761BE75E10BB:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/14437134:17326689964:m:1:994897303:523CDBA26B503E210D91761BE75E10BB:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/14437135:17326689964:m:1:994897303:523CDBA26B503E210D91761BE75E10BB:r
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Rotary Clubs Worldwide Meet US$200 Million  

Fundraising Challenge For Polio Eradication 

 

Despite a stagnant global economy, Rotary clubs around the world have succeeded in raising more than 

US$200 million in new funding for polio eradication. 

 

The fundraising milestone, announced today at Rotary’s annual International Assembly in San Diego, was 

reached in response to a $355 million challenge grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. All funds 

have been earmarked to support polio immunization activities in countries where this vaccine-preventable dis-

ease continues to paralyze children.\ 

―We’ll celebrate this milestone, but it doesn’t mean that we’ll stop raising money or spreading the word about 

polio eradication,‖ Rotary Foundation Trustee John F. Germ told the annual conference of Rotary leaders. ―We 

can’t stop until our entire world is certified as polio free.‖ 

―In recognition of Rotary’s great work, and to inspire Rotarians in the future, the [Gates] foundation is commit-

ting an additional $50 million to extend our partnership,‖ said Jeff Raikes, chief executive officer of the Gates 

Foundation. ―Rotary started the global fight against polio, and continues to set the tone for private fundraising, 

grassroots engagement and maintaining polio at the top of the agenda with key policy makers.‖ 

 

Since 1988, the incidence of polio has plummeted by more than 99 percent, from about 350,000 infections an-

nually to fewer than 650 cases reported so far for 2011. The wild poliovirus now remains endemic – meaning 

its transmission has never been stopped – in only four countries: Afghanistan, India, Nigeria, and Pakistan. 

However, India on January 13 marked a full calendar year without a case, paving the way for its removal from 

the endemic list. 

 

But other countries also remain at risk for polio cases imported from the endemic countries. In Africa in 2011, 

Chad and the Democratic Republic of the Congo had significant outbreaks. Also in 2011, a small cluster of po-

lio cases in China, which had been polio-free for a decade, was attributable to a virus from Pakistan. 

 

Rotary members not only reached into their own pockets to support the Gates challenge, but engaged their com-

munities in a variety of creative fundraising projects, such as a fashion show in California that raised $52,000; 

benefit film screenings in New Zealand and Australia that netted $54,000; and a pledge-supported hike through 

Kilimanjaro, Tanzania, that brought in $38,000. Many events were planned around October 24, widely ob-

served as World Polio Day. 

 

To date, Rotary club members worldwide have contributed more than $1 billion toward the eradication of polio, 

a cause Rotary took on in 1985. In 1988, the World Health Organization, UNICEF and the U.S. Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention joined Rotary as spearheading partners of the Global Polio Eradication Initia-

tive. More recently, the Gates Foundation has become a major supporter. In 2007, the Gates Foundation gave 

Rotary a $100 million challenge grant for polio eradication, increasing it to $355 million in 2009. Rotary agreed 

to raise $200 million in matching funds by June 30, 2012. 

 

Reaching children with the oral polio vaccine in the disease’s remaining strongholds is labor and resource -

intensive due to a host of challenges, including poor infrastructure, geographical isolation, armed conflict and 

cultural misunderstanding about the eradication campaign. 

  

  

PDG Paul F. Muczynski 

Rotary District 7410 
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Rotary Celebrates India’s First Polio-Free Year, 

But Cautions The Job Is Not Yet Finished 
 
EVANSTON, Ill. (Jan. 13, 2012) — Rotary members worldwide are cautiously celebrating a major milestone in 

the global effort to eradicate the crippling disease polio: India, until recently an epicenter of the wild poliovirus, 

has gone a full calendar year without recording a new case. 

  
Leaders of the humanitarian service organization see the Jan. 13 milestone as a testament to the determination of 

its international membership of 1.2 million – and especially the 116,000-plus Rotarians of India – to eradicate the 

infectious disease through the mass immunization of children, a goal Rotary took on 27 years ago. 
  

―With the support of their Rotary brothers and sisters around the world, Indian Rotarians have worked diligently 

month after month, year after year, to help organize and carry out the National Immunization Days that reach mil-
lions of children with the oral polio vaccine,‖ said Rotary International President Kalyan Banerjee, of Vapi, India. 

―As an Indian, I am immensely proud of what Rotary has accomplished. However, we know this is not the end of 

our work. Rotary and our partners must continue to immunize children in India and in other countries until the goal 

of a polio-free world is finally achieved.‖ 
  

Deepak Kapur, of New Delhi, who chairs Rotary’s polio eradication program in India, also credits the Indian 

Health Ministry for its commitment to the effort. To date, the Indian government has spent more than $1.2 billion 
on domestic polio eradication activities. ―Government support is crucial if we are to defeat polio, and we are fortu-

nate that our government is our biggest advocate in this effort,‖ Kapur said. 

  
―Marching ahead, the goal now is to sustain this momentum,‖ he added, describing as potentially ―decisive‖ the 

upcoming immunization rounds in January, February, and March, which aim to vaccinate 174 million children 

against polio. 

  
If all ongoing testing for polio cases through Jan. 13 continues to yield negative results, India will be declared by 

the World Health Organization to have interrupted transmission of indigenous wild poliovirus, laying the ground-

work for its removal from the polio-endemic countries list which it now shares with Afghanistan, Pakistan, and 
Nigeria. However, other countries remain at risk for cases imported from the endemic countries, which is why im-

munizations in India and other endemic and at-risk countries must continue. Neighboring Pakistan, which has re-

ported 181 cases so far for 2011, is a major threat to India’s continued polio-free status. In 2011, a polio outbreak 

in China, polio-free for a decade, was traced genetically to Pakistan. 
  

Rotary launched its polio eradication program in 1985 and in 1988 became a spearheading partner in the Global 

Polio Eradication Initiative, with the World Health Organization, UNICEF, and the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. Since then, the incidence of polio has plummeted by more than 99 percent, from more than 

350,000 cases a year to only 604 reported so far for 2011. The 12-month milestone in India – where the last re-

ported case was a two-year-old girl in West Bengal on Jan. 13, 2011 -- continues the progress of 2010, when the 
country recorded only 42 polio cases out of 1,352 worldwide.  

  

In addition to raising awareness and advocating within the public and private sectors on behalf of the cause, Rotary 

members to date have contributed more $1 billion in support of polio eradication. Indian Rotary members have 
raised more than $11.6 million. Rotary members now are closing in on a $200 million fundraising milestone in 

response to a $355 million challenge grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, which has identified polio 

eradication as one of its top priorities. 
  

Rotary is a global humanitarian organization with more than 1.2 million members in 34,000 Rotary clubs in over 

200 countries and geographical areas. Rotary members are men and women who are business, professional and 
community leaders with a shared commitment to make the world a better place through humanitarian service. Ro-

tary’s top priority is the global eradication of polio.  For photos, video or more information please visit: 

www.rotary.org/mediacenter  

http://www.rotary.org/mediacenter
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Rotary Club of Plymouth 12th Annual Golf Outing 

Benefiting Projects in the Plymouth Community 
 

Sunday May, 20, 2012 

Rolling Pines Golf Course, Route 11, Berwick 

 

7:30 AM Registration with 8:00 AM SHOTGUN START 

LOWER PRICE FOR 2012 

$85 PER PERSON OR $340.00 PER TEAM INCLUDES: 

Breakfast, Golf, Motor Cart with gas provided, flight winners and dinner provided by Balzano’s catering  

following golf tournament. 

Plus: 

BEER PROVIDED 

Soda, water and assorted refreshments!!! 

 

Golf limited to first 120 golfers.  Registration due May 10th, 2012 

                                                          

    Make Checks payable to:  

Any questions:        Plymouth Rotary Club 

JK Karavis 574-4246        P.O. Box 122 

 
    Name     Phone 

Captain: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Crew  _____________________________________________________________________  

Crew  _____________________________________________________________________  

Crew  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why not sponsor a hole??? 

Hole sponsorship is a great way to get your business recognized, plus it’s helps a worthy cause. 

 

Sponsorship 

 

MAJOR SPONSOR     $250 

GOLD       $100 

SILVER      $50 

 

How you would like your sponsorship to read: 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to: 

Rotary Club of Plymouth 

P.O. Box 122 

Plymouth, Pa. 18651 

DG Budd O’Malia 814-3918              Plymouth, Pa. 18651 
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF HAZLETON 

From left to right: Michelle Fisher, sponsored by 

Neal DeAngelo (not present); Dr. Mike Portonova 

and sponsor Donna Barna, past president Lew 

Dryfoos, installing officer and Representative Ta-

rah Toohil and her sponsor, President Jerry Benz. 

Three new members were  

recently inducted to the  

Rotary Club of Hazleton.  

THE ROTARY CLUB OF SAYRE 

In the picture, Dayton Handrick carries a stack of 

wrapped dictionaries to distribute to the eager stu-

dents, while Dean Hosterman in the background pre-

pares another stack for Dayton to deliver. 

Members of The Rotary Club of Sayre continued their 

annual community service project of providing dictionar-

ies to third grade students in the Sayre area recently.  

During the Rotary Club’s weekly meeting, the dictionar-

ies were wrapped in preparation for delivery to both the 

Sayre Area School District and Epiphany students.  Sayre 

Area School District Superintendent Dean Hosterman 

states, ―I particularly enjoy this community service pro-

ject which supports Rotary International’s literacy pro-

ject.  The students really enjoy the dictionaries and many 

still have them years later.‖ 

 

Anyone interested in learning more about the Rotary 

Club of Sayre could visit www.sayrerotary.org, speak 

with any current member, or join us for a noon lunch 

meeting at The Rail House Restaurant, Waverly, NY any 

Tuesday. 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF TOP-O-POCONO 

 Top-O-Pocono Rotary Club Donates  

To Cub Pack 90 
 

The Top-O-Pocono Rotary Club recently pre-

sented a $500 donation to Cub Pack 90 to help in 

their efforts to develop future Scouting programs. 

 

The Top-O-Pocono Rotary Club is very happy to 

continue their sponsorship of Cub Pack 90. It is 

with great pleasure that the club can watch these 

young boys grow and develop and learn the true 

meaning of Scouting. Hopefully, they will attain 

the highest rank in scouting which is Eagle Scout. 

 

The Top-O-Pocono Rotary Club meets the second 

and fourth Wednesday of each month at the Vil-

lage Squire Steak House north. 115 in Blakeslee. 

For further information, please check out the 

website at www.topopoconorotary.org. 

Pictured left to right: Pat Kager, Rotary President-

Elect; Alicia Siglin, Treasurer; Chris Matirko, Secre-

tary; Boy Scout, Michael Scardigno; Cub Scout, Mat-

thew Scardigno and Linda Scardigno, representing 

Cub Pack 90 

http://www.sayrerotary.org
http://www.topopoconorotary.org
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF THE ABINGTONS 

New Members Inducted 

 

Rotary Club of the Abingtons recently installed three 

new members, Patrick Slowey, Jim Ryder, and Eileen 

Christian.  Patrick Slowely, who works in Medical 

Equipment Supplies with Cooney Medical, lives with 

his daughters Megan and Kelsey in Dalton.  He was 

sponsored by Joe Pagnani. 

 

Jim Ryder comes to us from the Scranton Rotary Club.  

He works in finance at Ryder Asset Management and 

lives in Clarks Summit with wife Marianne and chil-

dren Lauren and Tom.  He was sponsored by Stepha-

nie Westington and Sandy Koldjeski. Both gentlemen 

were installed by Gus Vlassis and Warren Watkins. 

 

Eileen Christian of Glenburn is the widow of beloved 

Bulletin Editor Bill Christian, who passed away in De-

cember.  As an actively involved spouse and no 

stranger to Rotary, Eileen works as a legal assistant to 

her son Drew.  Her other children are Susan, Bill, and 

Laura. 

Pictured are Harry Mumford, Gus Vlassis, Warren 

Watkins, Eileen Christian, Patrick Slowey, and Roger 

Mattes.  

Members of the Interact Club recently attended a 

Rotary Luncheon to give a report on their various 

activities.   

Pictured are: Varun Harnathka, President Roger 

Mattes, Smit Metha, Jaimee Kester, Kevin Murray, 

Chris Swisher, and Adam Baker, faculty advisor. 

Save The Date!!! Exciting Event Coming Up!       

Rotarians Don Meyers and Norbert Mayr are plan-

ning an exciting Rotary fundraiser this spring - an 

Art Auction!  Be watching for details but in the 

meantime SAVE THE DATE: Friday, March 23, 

6:30PM preview, 7:30PM Auction. 

 

Bell Ringers     

A huge thank-you goes out to Rotary Chair Steve 

Young who organized our Salvation Army Kettle 

Campaign this year, making sure someone was at 

the Wine and Spirits Shoppe as much as possible, 

bell-ringing of course!  The weather cooperated and 

patrons were generous.  A total has not been offi-

cially announced, but we thank everyone who gen-

erously donated to this cause or participated as a 

bell-ringer. 

 

Candidates Debate 

Rotarians were entertained recently by some infa-

mous Republican presidential candidates.  The en-

tire 10:47 minute program, written by Roger 

Mattes, can be viewed on our Facebook page, Ro-

tary Club of the Abingtons.  While we can't guaran-

tee it will help you make up your mind who to vote 

for, we do guarantee you'll laugh aloud watching it. 
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF FREELAND THE ROTARY CLUB OF DALLAS 

PDG Paul Muczynski was recently the guest speaker at 

the Rotary Club of Dallas.  He spoke about his 20 years of 

employment in Saudi Arabia, the people, the culture, the 

country and the oil industry.  The club members had lots 

of questions and learned a lot about this far away country. 

Nina Dei Tos, Freeland Rotary Club Secretary, 

invited her dad, Nick Dei Tos, to be a guest 

speaker at a recent Monday evening meeting. 

Holding a M.B.A degree in Accounting and Busi-

ness  Administration, Nick has worked in this field 

for the past 35 years. Nick provided some fascinat-

ing insights into the volatile transitions taking 

place in the business world  today. He is currently 

serving as Corporate Controller of Citterio USA, 

Freeland 

Daughter Hosts Father at  

Rotary Club Meeting 

Rotary Club of Dallas  

donates dictionaries to students 

 

 All third grade students in the Back Mountain schools 

were recently given their own copy of a dictionary.  

The Dallas Rotary Club dictionary project committee, 

chaired by Rotarian Bill Nafus, distributed more than 

400 books to Dallas and Lake-Lehman students.  The 

third grade teachers welcomed the Rotarians and 

thanked them for their dedication to literacy and edu-

cation. 

First row, from left:  Haley Vesek, Zachary Pokrin-

chak, Raquel Spengle, Carissa Speck, Kareem Morsy.  

Second row:  Rotarians Ann Marie Konek, Club 

President Ken Chapple and Dictionary Project Chair-

man Bill Nafus.   

President Paul Conforti with four of our six newest Ro-

tarians since July 1. 

 

From left:  Trudie Lear, Vickie Hicks, President Paul, 

Angela Bears, Franke Von Engel.  Not pictured Brenda 

Hooper and Ali Schratt. 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF THE STROUDSBURGS 
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―Service Above Self‖ 

Rotary Club of the Stroudsburgs 
Rotary International 7410 

Chartered 1922 

http://www.stroudsburgsrotary.org                                                              (570) 476-

4460 

 

It’s not just another auction, and it’s not just for people in the Stroudsburgs. 

 ―Payback!‖ is the unofficial rallying cry for the Rotary Club of the Stroudsburgs’ fundraiser on Feb. 

16. They want payback, and since this fundraiser is titled ―Not Just Another Auction,‖ they want more 

than a bottle of wine to auction off. 

 

They want you. 

 

Organizers are inviting anyone who ever benefitted from a Rotary initiative or anyone in an organiza-

tion benefitting from Rotary funding to offer up a skill, a service, labor or time as an auction item. 

And it doesn’t have to be work related.  Your time as a companionable person with an interesting 

hobby or pursuit is, believe it or not, an auctionable, fundraising commodity. The popularity of such 

items in the past two years – an airplane ride with one member, a New York dinner with another, a 

waterborne tour of Baltimore Harbor with a third – made gifts of companionship a priority this year. 

―This club has been helping people for almost 90 years. In that amount of time we’ve benefitted thou-

sands of people,‖ auction co-organizer Leslie Underhill said. ―Now it’s time for two things: Payback 

and bonding.‖  ―This is not just another auction. This is not just about money,‖ she said. 

The auction is February 16, and auction projects are being accepted now, through Underhill, at (570) 

476-1714 or leslie@santoshaontheridge.com. 

 

While the immediate push is for donations for the auction, tickets are also available. The event will be 

held at the Shawnee  Inn, near Delaware Water Gap, starting at 5:30. Tickets are $50 and may be ob-

tained through Karen DeMatteo at karenandrotary@gmail.com 

 

The Rotary Club of the Stroudsburgs, created in 1922, in the past five years raised and distributed 

more than $145,000 in grants and scholarships to 30 different organizations in the Poconos. During the 

same period the club sent more than $100,000 for Rotary International projects overseas, for projects 

ranging from the eradication of polio worldwide to, this year’s goal, construction of a school in Haiti.  

The club annually awards four college scholarships to Monroe County students at East Stroudsburg 

University, awards four other scholarships to high school seniors from Monroe County, and conducts 

an essay contest, with $875 in awards, annually. The amount distributed to Monroe County students 

annually is $5,875. 

 

The goal this  year and every year is to help more organizations and more individuals with more 

money, whenever it will make a positive change. 

 

The club meets Thursdays at 11:55 a.m. at the Sycamore Grille in Delaware Water Gap and is eagerly 

recruiting anyone who wishes to embrace the community and share the good feeling that results when 

good times bring good things to good people.  For information:  http://www.stroudsburgsrotary.org/ or 

contact secretary Laura Goss, (570) 476-4460.  Contact information above is public information.    

http://www.stroudsburgsrotary.org
mailto:karenandrotary@gmail.com
http://www.stroudsburgsrotary.org/
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New Rotarians: 
 
Abingtons 

 Patrick Slowey 

Athens 

 Stephanie Bump 

Dallas 

 Robert Baird 

Hawley 

 Deborah Unflat 

New Milford 

 Thomasita Carlson 

 Barbara Hill 

Plains 

 Shelley Centini 

 Peter Kizis 

 Robert Morgan 

The Stroudsburgs 

 Vickiann Hicks 

 

District 7410 December, 2012  
Club Attendance 

 

Rotarian Alvin S. (Buddy) Rothstein, 90, of 

Mountaintop, passed away on January 25, 

2012 after a brave and spirited year-long bat-

tle with cancer.  He was a long-time member 

of the Wilkes-Barre Rotary Club.  Our sympa-

thies are extended to his family and to his fel-

low club members. 

Club 

Total 

Mem. %  Attend. 

New 

Mem. 

Abingtons 63 64% 1 

Athens 21 49% 1 

Dallas 35 67% 1 

Dunmore 17 94% 0 

Forest City 10 80% 0 

Freeland       

Greater 
Nanticoke Area 7 75% 0 

Hawley 18 63% 1 

Hazleton 93 44% 0 

Honesdale 30 41% 0 

Jim Thorpe 25 44% 0 

Kingston 28 76% 0 

Lehighton       

Lords Valley 7 79% 0 

Mid Valley       

Milford-Matamoras 20 45% 0 

Montrose       

Mount Pocono       

Mountaintop       

New Milford 14 80% 2 

Newfoundland 33 93% 0 

North Pocono 21 48% 0 

North Scranton 22 95% 0 

Pittston       

Plains 24 82% 3 

Plymouth 18 48% 0 

Pocono Mountains       

Sayre 12 70% 0 

Scranton       

Smithfields (The)       

Stroudsburg 107 64% 1 

Top-O-Pocono 12 50% 0 

Towanda 18 76% 0 

Trail 12 42% 0 

Troy 26 48% 0 

Tunkhannock       

Weatherly 8 60% 0 

Wellsboro       

West End       

Wilkes-Barre 23 65% 0 

Wyoming       


